Present:

CB 25/88

CB 25/89

TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET
MINUTES

Tuesday, 29th July, 2025

Clir M D Boughton (Chair), Clir D Keers, Clr A Mehmet and
Clir M Taylor

Councillors L Athwal, Mrs SBell, L Chapman, M A JHood,
S A Hudson, W E Palmer, R 1B Cannon* and S Crisp* were also
present pursuant to Access to Information Rule No 23.

(*participated via MS Teams)

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R P Betts and
M A Coffin.

PART 1 - PUBLIC

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest made in accordance with the
Code of Conduct.

MATTERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 3 OF THE CONSTITUTION

EXECUTIVE KEY DECISIONS

HERITAGE INFORMATION AND ADVICE TO SUPPORT THE
LOCAL PLAN INCLUDING INFORMATION IN RELATION TO
CONSERVATION AREAS

(Decision Notice D250093CAB)

Consideration was given to the recommendations of the Housing and
Planning Scrutiny Select Committee of 15 July 2025 in respect of the
approach the Council should take in relation to obtaining heritage
information and evidence to support the emerging Local Plan including
progressing work on Conservation Area statements and Appraisals.
Consideration was also given to advice from the Heritage Strategy that
was produced in 2024 to support the emerging Local Plan.

It was acknowledged that information and evidence on heritage matters,
including Conservation Area Statements / Appraisals, would provide
information to help inform future change, development and design with
regard to the sensitivities of the borough’s historic environment and its
unique character, ensuring that development could make a positive
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contribution to local character and distinctiveness as set out in
paragraph 203 of the National Planning Policy Framework.

Careful consideration was given to a Conservation Area Appraisal /
Statement Priority List, attached at Annex 1, which set out each
Conservation Area within the borough, the size of the Conservation Area
and whether a Conservation Area Appraisal already existed and the date
of the Appraisal, where one had been undertaken previously.

Cabinet had due regard to the views of the Scrutiny Select Committee,
the finance and value for money consideration, the risk assessment and
the legal implications outlined in the report.

Clir Taylor proposed, seconded by Clir Boughton and Cabinet
RESOLVED: That

(1) the approach set out within this paper to progressing heritage
information and evidence to support the Local Plan, be agreed;

(2) the approach to progressing Conservation Area Statements for
those areas considered to be a priority to support the Local Plan,
as set out in Table 3 under paragraph 7.5.3 of the report, be
agreed;

(3) it be noted that, as part of the evidence gathering approach for the
Local Plan, work would be progressed in relation to identifying any
heritage issues as relevant to potential site allocations within the
Local Plan process to ensure that sufficient information was
provided at each key stage of the Local Plan process;

(4) the priority in progressing the additional work between the various
Conservation Areas as set out in Annex 1, be agreed;

(5) short Conservation Area Statements be produced for all
Conservation Areas that did not currently have a Conservation
Area Appraisal as a starting point to ensure that information was
available for all Conservation Areas in the borough; it be noted that
this would be at extra cost and would take both financial and
staffing resource away from progressing full Conservation Area
Appraisals for those that did not currently have one or where
Appraisals required a review and update; and

(6) it be noted that the Heritage Strategy, attached at Annex 2, had
been made publicly available following the Housing and Planning
Scrutiny Select Committee meeting on 15 July 2025.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

There were no items considered in private.
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The meeting ended at 7.04 pm



